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A U G U S T

“Paradise Lust is a pleasure. Wilensky-Lanford tackles 
her subject with an appealing mix of serious research 
and tongue-in-cheek humor. Neither too academic nor 
too whimsical, the storytelling in Paradise Lust is often 
irresistible.”—The New York Times Book Review

$15.00 (Canada $18.50)
5 1/2 x 8 1/4, 320 pp.
History/Social (HIS054000)
978-0-8021-4584-0
eBook ISBN: 978-0-8021-9563-0
World English rights: Grove Press
All other rights: InkWell Management 
Car ton quantity: 36
Expor t: USCO
Previous ISBN: 978-0-8021-1980-3
Residence: Jersey City, NJ
Previous ISBN: 978-0-8021-1980-3

“A gloriously researched, pluckily written historical and anecdotal assay of 
humankind’s age-old quixotic quest for the exact location of the Biblical 
garden.” —Elle

W here was the Garden of Eden? St. Augustine had a theory, and so 
did medieval monks, John Calvin, and Christopher Columbus. But 
when Darwin’s theory of evolution permanently altered our under-

standing of human origins, shouldn’t the search for a literal Eden have faded 
away? Not so fast. 

In Paradise Lust, widely acclaimed on its initial hardcover publication, 
Brook Wilensky-Lanford introduces readers to the enduring modern quest to 
locate the Garden of Eden on Earth. It is an obsession that has consumed sci-
entists and theologians alike, including the first president of Boston University 
and a knighted British engineer. Today the search has been taken up by ama-
teurs. These quixotic seekers all started with the same simple-sounding Bible 
verses, but ended up at a different spot on the globe: Florida, the North Pole, 
Ohio, China, and, of course, Iraq. 

Inspired by an Eden seeker in her own family, Wilensky-Lanford writes of 
these unusual men and women with sympathy and wit. Paradise Lust is a 
century-spanning history that provokes surprising insights into where we 
came from, what we did wrong, and where we go from here. 

“Absorbing . . . in writing Paradise Lust, Ms. Wilensky-Lanford faced the 
unenviable task of translating intellectual history into popular history. 
. . . But her interest in her subject is deep, her narrative is expertly layered, 
and her interpretations of the seekers’ motives are more than convincing.” 
 —The Wall Street Journal

BROOK WILENSKY-LANFORD is a graduate of Columbia University’s MFA 
program in nonfi ction. An editor of the online religion magazine KillingtheBud-
dha.com, she lives in the Garden state.

• Includes a new Afterword on the 
response to the book from readers 
and present-day Eden seekers

• Paradise Lust was a New York 
Times Book Review Editors’ Choice 
selection, was featured on NPR’s 
On Point, and was a Daily Beast 
Must Read

PARADISE LUST
Searching for the Garden of Eden

Brook Wilensky-Lanford
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A U G U S T

“A dangerous, smart, ridiculous, and very funny 
fi rst novel . . . Pierre renders adolescence brilliantly, 
capturing with seeming effortlessness the bright, 
contradictory hormone rush of teenage life.”
—Sam Sifton, The New York Times

$14.95 (Canada $18.50)
hardcover
5 1/2 x 8 1/4, 288 pp.
Fiction/Literature  (FIC019000)
978-0-8021-7095-8
eBook ISBN: 978-0-8021-9435-0
U. S. and Canadian rights: Grove Press
All other rights: Conville and Walsh 

(tel.: London +44 (0)-20-7287-3030)
Car ton quantity: 36
Expor t: NA
Residence: Ireland
Previous ISBN: 978-1-84195-460-8

H ailed by the critics and lauded for its riotously funny and scathing 
portrayal of America in an age of trial by media, materialism, and 
violence, Vernon God Little was an international sensation when it was 

first published in 2003 and awarded the prestigious Man Booker Prize.
The memorable portrait of America is seen through the eyes of a wry, 

young, protagonist. Fifteen-year-old Vernon narrates the story with a cynical 
twang and a four-letter barb for each of his townsfolk, a medley of characters. 
With a plot involving a school shooting and death-row reality TV shows, 
Pierre’s effortless prose and dialogue combine to form a novel of postmodern 
gamesmanship.

“If Huckleberry Finn were set on the Mexican-American border and writ-
ten by the creators of South Park, it might read something like this.” 
 —San Francisco Chronicle

“[An] unexpectedly moving first novel . . . Pierre has a flawless ear for 
adolescent-boy speech.” —Joyce Carol Oates, The New Yorker 

“You want to know what this terrific book is like? It’s like the Osbournes 
invited the Simpsons round for a root beer, and Don DeLillo dropped by 
to help them write a new song for Eminem.” —Andrew O’Hagan,
 author of Missing and Our Fathers

“Read Vernon God Little not only for its dangerous relevance, but for the 
coruscating wit and raw vitality of its voice, which recalls maybe Flannery 
O’Connor on an overdose of amphetamines and cable television.” 
 —Jonathan Lethem, author of Motherless Brooklyn

DBC PIERRE is also the author of Lights Out in Wonderland and Ludmilla’s Broken English.

• Right sold in forty-three countries
• Winner of the 2003 Man Booker 

Prize, the Bollinger Everyman 
Wodehouse Prize for Comic Fiction, 
and the Whitbread Prize for Best 
First Novel

VERNON GOD LITTLE

DBC Pierre
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A U G U S T

“A whirligig fun house . . . Durang’s funniest play! . . . 
hilarious new comedy.”—Ben Brantley, 
The New York Times

$14.95 (Canada: $17.95)
paperback original
5 1/2 x 8 1/4, 256 pp.
Drama (DRA001000)
978-0-8021-4567-3
eBook ISBN: 978-0-8021-9441-1
World rights: Grove Press
All other rights: ICM (212-556-5600)
Car ton quantity: 36
Expor t: USCO
Residence: Pipersville, PA 

C hristopher Durang has been called “Jonathan Swift’s nicer, younger 
brother” (The New York Observer). His plays are known for containing 
hilarity at every turn and revealing social commentary in every corner. 

Now collected in Why Torture Is Wrong, and the People Who Love Them and 
Other Political Plays are Durang’s most revealing political and social satires.

Why Torture Is Wrong, and the People Who Love Them tells the story of a 
young woman in crisis: Is her new husband, whom she married when drunk, a 
terrorist? Or just crazy? Or both? Is her father’s hobby of butterfly collecting 
really a cover for his involvement in a shadow government? Does her mother 
go to the theater frequently to seek mental escape, or is she just insane? Add in 
a minister who directs porno, and a ladylike operative whose underwear just 
won’t stay up, and this black comedy will make us laugh all the way to the 

waterboarding room. 
“[Durang’s] funniest play in years. A play that equals his early hits.”  
 —John Simon, Bloomberg

“Comedic napalm, something like a cross between The Marriage of Bette 
and Boo and Dr. Strangelove. Durang has now joined ranks with Dario Fo. 
Durang is getting a lot off his chest, and off ours . . . unnervingly true and 
cathartic.  —Bob Verini, Variety

CHRISTOPHER DURANG is the author of the Tony Award nominee A History 
of the American Film, the Obie award-winning Sister Mary Ignatius Explains It All 
For You, Beyond Therapy, Baby with the Bathwater, The Marriage of Bette and Boo 
(Obie Award and Dramastists Guild Hull Warriner Award), Laughing Wild, Betty’s 
Summer Vacation (Obie Award), and Miss Witherspoon (Pulitzer Prize fi nalist). 
Along with Marsha Norman, Durang is the cochair of the playwriting program at 
the drama division of the Juilliard School. Durang won the Harvard Arts Medal, 
the Madge Evans and Sidney Kingsley Award, and was presented with the very 
fi rst Luminary Award from the New York Innovative Theatre Awards.

WHY TORTURE IS WRONG, 
AND THE PEOPLE WHO LOVE THEM
AND OTHER POLITICAL PLAYS
The Book of Leviticus Show, Cardinal O’Connor, 
Entertaining Mr. Helms, The Doctor Will See You Now, 
An Altar Boy Talks to God, and selections from Sex and Longing

Christopher Durang
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$16.99
paperback
5 3/4 x 8 1/4, 256 pp.
Fiction/Literature (FIC003000)
978-1-9058-8156-7 
U.S. rights: Granta Publications

All other rights: Granta Books 
(London, tel.: 207-704-9776)

Car ton quantity: 28
Expor t: US
Residence: New York City

$16.99
paperback
5 3/4 x 8 1/4, 256 pp.
Fiction/Literature (FIC003000)
978-1-9058-8161-1

U.S. rights: Granta Publications
All other rights: Granta Books 

(London, tel.: 207-704-9776)
Car ton quantity: 28
Expor t: US
Residence: New York City

A U G U S TM A Y

. . . there is art to medicine as well as science.
                                           —The Hippocratic Oath

A nation defi ned by tradition and built on expansion, 
Britain now has more languages spoken within its capital 
than any other city in the world.

GRANTA 120

Medicine

Edited by 
John Freeman

GRANTA 119

Britain

Edited by 
John Freeman

C linicians have spent centuries perfecting the art of tend-
ing to broken bodies. What happens when their medicine 
succeeds? And what happens when it fails us—where 

then do we turn for healing of the body and the mind?
 In this wide-ranging collection of essays, fiction, memoir, 

poetry, and photography, Granta explores the mind of the physi-
cian, the plight of the patient, and the maladies and fears that 
bring us together. From a young man struggling to regain his 
mental health to a writer witnessing the surrender of her body to 
MS; from the dubiously labeled chalky horse-pills of faceless 
pharmaceutical conglomerates to the hot toddy that was grand-
mother’s sworn remedy for everything from a bruised knee to a 
broken heart—here are the worldviews and the stories of the sur-
geon, the shaman, and the patient. This collection shows that 
sometimes the best medicine is a story itself.

R ecently, Granta has explored Chicago, Pakistan, and the 
world of Spanish-language letters. In this bold, eclectic 
issue, the magazine turns its focus to Britain.

In 2012, Britain is a nation in flux, managing difficult socio-
economic realities, contending with new political alliances, and 
negotiating shifting demographics. Yet it is a country that is still 
perceived as being bound by tradition and class structures.

Is Britain still great? Where does it stand in the new Europe? 
What will it become in the twenty-first century? With fiction, 
poetry, memoir, and reporting from Geoff Dyer, Adam Foulds, 
and the best of Britain’s authors as well as views from abroad, 
Granta’s Britain will consider all these questions—and raise more.

JOHN FREEMAN’s criticism has appeared in more than two hun-
dred newspapers around the world, including The Guardian, The 
Independent, The Times (UK), and The Wall Street Journal. Between 
2006 and 2008, he served as president of the National Book Critics 
Circle. His fi rst book, The Tyranny of E-Mail, was published in 2009.
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The Last Holiday: 
A Memoir

Gil Scott-Heron
The mesmerizing posthumous memoir 
of “a poet and polemicist whose lyrics 

have inspired and galvanized 
generations.” (GQ ) “[Gil Scott-Heron] 

was a warm, sensitive, altruistic, 
and highly complex man whose 

music, lyrics, and poetry will 
continue to inspire.”
—The Independent

978-0-8021-2901-7 • $25.00 • USCO

Rez Life: 
An Indian’s Journey 
Through Reservation Life
David Treuer
A celebrated Native American 
novelist’s intimate, insider exploration 
of the history of Indian reservations 
and contemporary life on the rez.
978-0-8021-1971-1 • $26.00 • USCO

The Lost Saints 
of Tennessee

Amy Franklin-Willis
“The Lost Saints of Tennessee is a joy—

a wonderful, heartbreaking, 
and ultimately uplifting story about 

the unbreakable bonds of brotherhood 
and the human will to survive. 

I was deeply moved by it and equally 
impressed. I loved this book.”

—Elizabeth George
978-0-8021-2005-2 • $25.00 • USCO

The Retribution: 
A Tony Hill & 
Carol Jordan Novel
Val McDermid
From “one of the bright lights 
of the mystery fi eld” (Washington Post), 
the new thriller pits the best crime-fi ghting 
team in the UK—detective Carol Jordan 
and profi ler Tony Hill—against a master 
criminal with a very personal grudge 
and a perfect plan.

978-0-8021-2017-5 • $25.00 • USO

A Good Man
A Novel

Guy Vanderhaeghe
In the fi nal novel of his nationally 

best-selling trilogy, Guy Vanderhaeghe, 
“one of North America’s best writers” 

(Annie Proulx), returns to the nineteenth-
century Canadian and American West 

to explore the fi nal days of one 
of the world’s last great frontiers.

978-0-8021-2004-5 • $24.95 • USOxE

Lost Kingdom: 
Hawaii’s Last Queen, 
the Sugar Kings, and America’s 
First Imperial Adventure
Julia Flynn Siler
In a sweeping epic of the brutal clash 
between a relentlessly expanding 
capitalist empire and a vulnerable 
Polynesian island kingdom, 
award-winning journalist 
Julia Flynn Siler delivers a 
“real gem of a book.”
—Douglas Brinkley

978-0-8021-2001-4 • $30.00 • USCO
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Poison Flower: 
A Jane Whitefi eld Novel

Thomas Perry
A “master of nail-biting suspense” 

(Los Angeles Times), New York Times 
best-selling author Thomas Perry 

brings back his most beloved character, 
Jane Whitefi eld, in the seventh novel 

of his celebrated series.

978-0-8021-2605-4 • $24.00 • USCO

Me and You
Niccolò Ammaniti

From internationally best-selling author 
Niccolò Ammaniti, “Europe’s hottest novelist” 

(Kirkus Reviews), comes a funny, tragic, 
gut-punch of a novel, charting how an 

unlikely alliance between two outsiders 
blows open one family’s secrets.

978-0-8021-7090-3 • $14.00 • US

Why Be Happy 
When You Could Be Normal?

Jeanette Winterson
The memoir of internationally acclaimed 

novelist Jeanette Winterson is a shocking, 
heartbreaking, and often funny look back 

at a life-long search for happiness 
in all its guises. “Winterson is a master 
of her material, a writer in whom great 

talent deeply abides.”—Vanity Fair

978-0-8021-2010-6 • $25.00 • USO

Perelmans Silence TK

Hanging Hill
Mo Hayder
The latest novel from Mo Hayder, 
the internationally best-selling author of 
Skin and Gone, Hanging Hill is a terrifying 
depiction of girls in trouble—and the forces 
lurking nearby who seek to prey on them.  
It is “an authentically disturbing, gripping 
winner” (The Financial Times) and 
“a chiller to the very end.” (The Times)
978-0-8021-2006- 9 / $25.00 / USO

Perlmann’s Silence
Pascal Mercier
A stunning novel from the internationally 
best-selling author of Night Train to 
Lisbon—a tremendous international 
success and a “treat for the mind” 
(Isabel Allende)—Perlmann’s Silence 
is an accomplished portrayal of a man 
whose grief and crippling self-doubt 
have paralyzed him, leading him 
to consider the unthinkable.
978-0-8021-1957-5 / $25.00 / USCO 

Ragnarok: 
The End of the Gods
A. S. Byatt
From “one of the most brilliant minds 
and speakers of our generation” 
(The Independent) comes an extraordinary 
tale, inspired by the myth of Ragnarok.  
In this dazzling retelling of the Norse 
myth about the end of the world, the 
award-winning A. S. Byatt—author of 
Posession and The Children’s Book—
unleashes a story of the destruction
of life on this planet.
978-0-8021-2992-5 / $24.00 / US
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